The analysis of professions in social sciences has been dominated by within-state theorizing. This has been the case with explanations and interpretations of the historical development of particular professions and processes of professionalization, with debates about current challenges to professions posed by organizations and by ideologies of markets and managerialism, and particularly with comparative analysis of sectoral professional groups in different societies. In general, theories have been confined to explaining how professions are well-organized, elite occupational groups which within-states have been successful to different extents in maintaining elite administrator positions in state bureaucracies and public service organizations or, as in Anglo-American societies, in making regulatory bargains, closing markets and creating market shelters.
The markets for professional services are increasingly international, however. Professional practitioners in some sectors are being internationally mobile, seeking to practice in states other than the ones where they received their training and gained their licence. How, then, will analysis of professions and processes of professionalization need to be adapted?
How, and with which bodies, will elite positions and international regulatory bargains be negotiated? How will international markets be closed to unlicensed practitioners? It is also the case that a new category of international professional institutions is developing, namely the European professional federations. These federations are not regulatory bodies as such, nor do they currently aspire to be so. Nevertheless, they are a forum in which international professional regulatory needs are being discussed and where regulatory solutions are being suggested. A partnership is developing between state and European professional bodies in which the European professional federations are making recommendations which can then be (selectively) taken up and operationalized by professional associations in the different nation-states of Europe. This is resulting in a division of regulatory responsibilities between state and European bodies.
This chapter begins with a section on definitional and conceptual issues including an interpretation of the concepts of professionalism, regulation and the regulatory state. The chapter continues with a section on the European dimensions of professional regulation including the work of the European professional federations. The third section of the chapter considers the nation-state dimensions of professionalism, including
